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MASONIC MEDALS. 


(Continued from Vol. XI., page 6.) 


XXVIII. Obverse, A full length figure of Minerva, on a raised platform 
and advancing to the left, helmed, and holding a spear in her left hand and an 
olive branch in her right. Legend, (J pDEs Amis DE LA PAIX. Reverse, 
Within a wreath of palm and olive branches, 0 .. DE pARIs 5789. Borders 
beaded, and edge milled. Silver. Size 18. 

XXIX. Obverse, A pillar, its top surrounded by a garland, has on the 
front a script cypher of two letter a’s ; at the right is an easel, on which is a 
canvass, and on the left, a globe. The compasses lean against the side of the 
pillar on the left, and below are a square, a protractor, a rule, and a pallet with 
brushes. Against the right side is resting a guitar, with a bust at its base. 
Legend, LOGE DES ARTS ET L'AMITIE. In exergue, OR .*. DE LOUVIERS 5805, in 
two lines. Reverse, Latomia, (the genius of Masonry,) crowned with roses, 
her left arm and bosom bare, is feeding the fire which burns upon an altar 
garlanded with roses, and having on its front the square and compasses. At 
the left of the altar an acacia bush is growing, and behind the figure are three 
bushes of acacia springing from an adjacent rock ; at the top is the Delta, with 
rays. Borders beaded, and edge milled. Silver. Size 18. 

XXX. Obverse, On a mantling a shield, gules, having a death’s head 
affrontee, proper, over the letters Mo &. Crest, a bezant, on which are 
three hearts, one over two, united by a ribbon, which encircles each heart, and 
is crossed below the upper one. The colors of the mantling and doubling are 
not indicated. Legend, L .. DE S$ .. J .. DE L'UNION DES CEURS R .. R . 
O .. DE GENEVE. Reverse, A phenix on a flaming pyre, beneath which is a 
ribbon with the motto pERIT UT vivaT. Legend, DIRECTOIRE DE BOURGOGNE. 
Silver. Size 20. 

XXXI. Obverse, Head of Liberty to the left ; flowing curls escape from 
beneath a Phrygian cap, and fall about her neck. Legend, REPUBLIQUE FRAN- 
caIsE. Below the bust, two clasped hands, and Fr. T. in very small letters. 
Reverse, A wreath of acacia tied at the bottom by a ribbon, and open at the 
top, contains SOUVENIR DU 29 AVRIL 5871 in three lines under two right hands 
joined, the arms emerging from clouds, and over a square and compasses 


crossed. A beaded circle surrounds the wreath, and outside the circle is 
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the legend LIBERTE+ EGALITE+ FRATERNITE * PHILANTHROPIE + UNION+ FORCE)* 
This Medal was struck to commemorate the reign of the Commune by 
Freemasons of Paris. Bronze. Size 29. Fine impressions of this and the 
three preceding Medals are in Mr. Appleton’s collection. 

XXXII. Obverse, Arms of the Grand Lodge of Scotland; azure, a 
chevron between three castles argent; (the compasses seem to have been 
omitted.) Crest, a castle argent. A collar of thistles and thistle leaves, 
encircles the shield, passing behind the crest; from the collar is suspended a 
jewel containing St. Andrew and his cross. Legend, IN THE LORD IS ALL OUR 
trust. (The motto of the Grand Lodge of Scotland.) Reverse, A Mosaic 
pavement over which two brethren are approaching a temple in the back- 
ground, in front of which stand two pillars. Above the temple on the left is 
the sun, on the right the moon and seven stars, and over the centre the All- 
seeing eye darting its rays upon the taller of the two brethren, who holds his 
companion by the hand, and with his right hand points to a female figure, 
seated on the right ; at her feet a Corinthian capital; her left arm rests upon 
an altar, upon which is a closed book ; her right hand closes her lips. In the 
right foreground, the Bible, square and compasses, surrounded by three burning 
tapers. Between the brethren are a gavel and level lying on the pavement. 
In exergue, AMICITIA VIRTUTE ET SILENTIO in two lines. Silver gilt. Size 19. 
An impression of this curious old Scotch Medal is in Mr. Appleton’s collection. 
It is evidently quite ancient and is not mentioned by Merzdorf. 

XX XIII. A Medal somewhat similar to VI. was at one time in the pos- 
session of W. C. Munger, of Covington, Ky., and is described to us as follows: 
The letter G is surmounted by St. John holding a Maltese cross. Inside the 
letter, are the square, level, plumb, compasses, twenty-four inch guage, altar 
on which is the forty-seventh problem, trowel and mallet. On one side of the 
square is VIRTUTE ET SILENTIO. On the back of the G, “5761 R. Pulling :” 
(doubtless the former owner’s name.) This very much resembles VI. in 
this list. Its age is about the same, and like that and the Ritchie Medal this 
was probably a member’s jewel of some Scotch or English Lodge. Silver. 
Size 24 by 3 inches. 

XXXIV. Medal struck in 1742, by the Lodge Zur Einigkeit (of Unity, 
or Harmony,) at Frankfort-on-the-Main. Obverse, Under the sun is standing 
a Mason, clothed; his right hand extended points to a level which Minerva, 
standing beside a cubic stone, applies to its upper face; in her left hand is a 
spear, and the owl, her symbol, is seated behind her. On the front of the 
cube in two lines, D : 27 IUN : 1742; a Square, compasses, and plumb on the 
ground by its side. Over the sun, ap amussim. (‘On the level.) From the 
Mason’s lips are falling the words Quip LatTras, addressed to a figure repre- 
senting Envy, recumbent in front of a cave in the right foreground ; serpents 
surround his head and are writhing from the mouth of the cave. In exergue, 
FRANC : AD MOEN. Reverse, Arms of the Lodge ;—a shield parti per pale ; 
dexter, azure, a dexter eye (in profile) proper ; sinister, gules, a sinister ear, 
proper. Supporters, dexter, a fox, (? or wolf,) sinister, a sphynx. The shield 
and supporters are upon a platform, and the latter are sejant regardant, their 
backs towards the arms. A mantling falls from the platform below the shield, 
bearing the words er sE TaIRE. Under the fox a level is suspended, and © 
under the sphynx, a plumb. Over the arms, a bee-hive surrounded by swarm- — 
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ing bees; in the door of the hive is a small s, alluding to the name of the 
Worshipful Master, Ph. L. V. Steinheil. On the right of the hive, a square 
and trowel: on the left a gavel and compasses. Above, INSTRUUNT ET 
ORNANT. White metal, cast. Size 33. 

This Medal, as above described, is in my collection. Merzdorf gives the 
same, with the addition :— “ Randschrift | by which I understand an inscription 
on the edge CONCORDIA EREXIT STABILIVIT VIRTUS ARS ET INDUSTRIA ORNAVE- 
RUNT, which is wanting on mine. He also says: —‘‘ There were at the most 
only fourteen impressions of this Medal made by the engraver, Meyer in 
Mannheim. At the suggestion of Br. Kloss, Sen. twelve copies were cast, 
from an original in the collection of Herr Finger, by I. Ch. D. Nies.” * 
Probably the letters on the edge were destroyed in finishing the casting. 

XXXV. Obverse,).*. DE L’ATHENEE FRANCAIS 1830 in four lines. 
Reverse, A square and compasses, within which is a blazing star of five points 
containing the letter G. This Medal is of an octagonal form. Silver. Size 
19 between opposite parallel sides. Merzdorf + gives the name of the Lodge 
by which it was struck as L’Athenee des Etrangers of Paris, (not having seen 
the Medal) and says that it is mentioned in the Account of the Feast of the 
Order on the Winter Solstice, held December 26, 1829. The Medal in my 
possession has the date 1830, as given above. It is said to be scarce. 

XXXVI. Obverse, A view of the front of the old Masonic Hall, in the 
city of New York. Legend, oLD MASONIC HALL, BROADWAY, N. Y. In ex- 
ergue, ERECTED 1827 DEMOLIP 1856 in two lines. Reverse, On a mosaic 
pavement, three steps leading to an altar on which are the Bible, square and 
compasses, from which issue rays. Legend, youTH, MANHOOD & OLD AGE. 
Below the pavement, MASONIC MEDALETS N¢ 1 and in smaller letters, the line 
curving to conform to the lower edge, puB. BY A. B. SAGE & CO. N. Y. Copper, 
and perhaps other metals. Size 20. 

XXXVII. Obverse, The new Masonic Temple, New York, showing the 
fronts on Sixth Avenue and West Twenty-third Street. Above, in two 
curved lines, TO COMMEMORATE THE DEDICATION OF THE MASONIC TEMPLE. In 
exergue, NEW YORK JUNE 2 1875 in two lines, the second curving. Reverse, 
A wreath of oak-leaves ; within it a mosaic pavement approached by three 
steps ; on the right and left, two pillars surmounted by globes ; in the centre 
background is a third pillar, surmounted by the letter G, over which is a clus- 
ter of seven stars ; at the top, the All-seeing eye and rays: between the right 
and centre pillars the moon, a ladder of three rounds, and the forty-seventh 
problem of Euclid: between the left and centre pillars, the sun, three burning 
tapers, and a five-pointed star. The dies were made by G. H. Lovett, of 
New York. Silver, copper, bronze, and white metal. Size 20. 

XXXVIII. Medal struck on the occasion of the dedication of the new 
Masonic Temple in New York, June, 1875, under the authority of the Grand 
Lodge, for the benefit of its Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. Obverse, View of 
the Temple, similar to the above, over which in a semi-circle MASONIC TEMPLE 
NEW YORK and at the top the All-seeing eye in rays; below the Temple in two 
lines, the second curving, DEDICATED JUNE 22 1875. Reverse, Arms of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York: A cross vert, voided argent ;{ the 
field beneath the cross quarterly azure and or: 1. a lion couchant; 2. an ox 


* Die Denkmunzen der Freimaurerbruderschaft, p. 19. —__¢ Ibid. Pp. 78, No. 108 ; page xii gives full title of reference. 
t We describe the arms as they appear; the cross should doubtless be four ‘‘ squares,”’ arranged to form a cross, 
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passant ; 3. a man with arms uplifted; 4. an eagle displayed. Crest, the ark 
of the covenant, at either end of which a cherub is standing facing inward, his 
wings extending over it. Supporters, two cherubim, each having one wing 
extended over the shield and crest, the other drooping by his side. The shield 
itself is circular, and its sides are formed by a wreath of olive branches, tied at 
the base and resting on a ribbon bearing the motto, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 
A five-pointed star is stamped in the border below the motto. At the top are 
the square and compasses ; a level is placed upon the square, and a ribbon, 
passing behind it, is wound over the legs of the compasses, the ends turned up 
above the wings of the cherubim. The Medal is in the form of a shield, two 
and one-quarter inches long, and one and nine-sixteenths inches at its greatest 
breadth. A ring at the top held a ribbon attached toa clasp. Gold, silver, 
bronze, gilt and white metal. 

XXXIX. A Medal struck by Boston Commandery in honor of the visit 
to that body by St. John’s Commandery, of Philadelphia, in May, 1872. It 
is in the form of a cross patee. Obverse, Within a plain raised border sur- 
rounding a roughened field, a wreath formed by two branches of oak, which 
encloses a smooth field, lettered Boston To sT. JoHNS. The word To is in a 
monogram, the T very large and roughened ; Boston in a straight line below 
its top; the o entwined around its centre; and st. JoHNs on a scroll curving 
upwards, near the foot. Above the wreath may and below it 1872. Reverse, 
plain. Suspended by a ring to a clasp in the form of a scroll, its ends bent 
beneath it. Silver. Size 22. 

XL. Funeral Medal struck in 1865, by the Grand Orient of Belgium on 
the death of King Leopold. Obverse, Bust of the King to right between two 
reversed flaming torches, the handles of which nearly meet above. Beneath 
the bust a palm branch. Between the handles of the torches 5865. Legend, 
CEREMONIE FUNEB.’. IOE J.*, 12 M.’. EN MEM.'. DU T.*. C.". F.*. LEOPOLD DE 
SAXE COBOURG ROI DES BELGES. Reverse, Within a circle the All-seeing eye 
upon a triangle surrounded by rays which form a six-pointed star. Legend, 
GR.. OR.’ DE BELGIQUE * Copper bronzed : (perhaps other metals.) Size 19. 

XLI. Medal struck in 1869 by the Orient of Liege, Belgium. Obverse, 
A triangle with the All-seeing eye, above two shields. The one on the right 
has on a field azure a square and compasses, with a gavel and trowel crossed 
and placed upon them parallel to the arms of the square. That upon the left 
is per fess, the upper part per pale, dexter gules, with a device I take to be a 
burning taper ; sinister gules, a fess argent. The lower part divided in accor- 
dance with Continental heraldry into three gyrons ; dexter argent, three lions 
rampant, two over one; the centre argent, three hunting horns, one over two ; 
sinister barry of eight, gules and argent. Above the triangle on the left, or.°. 
DE; on the right, Lrece. Below the shields 7* m.*. 5869. Reverse, Within a 
triangle two right hands joined. On the left, aux trr.. on the right, ccc. 
FFF.". Below the triangle in very small letters, in one line, SOUVENIR DU.".F.’. 
BRICHAUT and beneath that, ETRANG.*. (Aux tres cheres freres etrangeres.) At 
the top a quatrefoil pierced fora ring. Copper. Size 16. 

XLII. The Lodges of Dresden celebrated, July 2, 1817, the centennial 
of the formation of the Grand Lodge of England, and in commemoration of — 
their festival, struck a Medal, the obverse of which has a celestial globe over 
a roll representing the Holy Scriptures which rests upon the extended points _ 
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of the compasses. Under the roll is a square, its sides parallel with the legs 
of the compasses. On the globe stands a phenix, its head surrounded by 
rays. Legend, EIN ZWEITER PHOENIX SCHWINGT SICH ERDUMFASSEND NACH 
HUNDERT IAHREN AUS DREI LICHTERN AUF. [A second phenix, encircling 
the globe, rises every century out of the three great lights.] Reverse, Within 
a chain formed by clasped hands and love-knots issuing from a head of St. 
John at the base, in three lines, DASS DAS HEILIGE SICH RETTE BINDET DIE 
GEWEIHTE KETTE ORIENT AN ORIENT. | That the holy Order may preserve itself 
it binds east to east in a sacred chain.| Outside the border is the legend, 
IUBELFEIER AM IOHANNISFESTE IM GROSSEN ORIENT DRESDEN MDCCCxvIIl. At 
the bottom, below the head, in small letters, KRUGER F. (the name of the 
Mint engraver at Dresden by whom the dies were prepared.) A few copies 
of this Medal were struck in silver and bronze, and distributed among the 
Lodges. (Figure 1.) 

XLIII. Obverse, Within a radiant triangle having a crown on its apex 
is a burning taper upon two books. Legend, DER LOGE DEM stTIFTER.* [The 
Lodge to its founder.| In exergue, 8 FEBR. 1835. Reverse, DEM 50 IAHRIGEN 
M.". MAURER, BR. C. V. BODELSCHWINGH PLETTENBURGH ALS DANK VON SEINEN 
BRUDERN in eight lines. [To Bro. C. V. Bodelschwingh Plettenburgh, fifty 
years a Master Mason, with the grateful love of his brethren.| This was 
struck by the Lodge The Bright Light, of Hamm, and presented to Bodel- 
schwingh on the fiftieth anniversary of his initiation. The dies broke after a 
few impressions and the Medal is now very rare. (Figure 2.) Bronze. 

XLIV. Obverse, Bust of Von Zeschau to left, in a circle ; on the bust 
in small letters, KoENIG F. Legend, HEINRICH WILHELM VON ZESCHAU. in a semi- 
circle over the bust; below it in two lines completing the circle, DIENTE DEM 
VATERLANDE AM 26 IUNY 1828 FUNFZzIG IAHRE. | Useful to Fatherland for fifty 
years, June 26, 1828.] Reverse, A wreath of olive surrounding a chain of 
love-knots, within which are a crossed sword and gavel. (Figure 3.) This 
Medal was presented to Von Zeschau, by his Masonic brethren of Dresden, 
when he had completed fifty years of public service, and had been a Mason 
for fifty-two years. Silver. 

XLV. Medal struck by the Lodge Minerva of the Three Palms, Leipsic, 
commemorative of the death of Charles Gotthelf, Baron Von Hund, one of 
the founders of the “Rite of Strict Observance,’ and a prominent German 
noble, born Sept. 11, 1722, and died Nov. 8, 1776. He distinguished himself 
by his services in the Seven Years’ War, and was honored by being appointed 
Privy Counsellor in 1769. The obverse has his likeness in profile, to right, 
with the inscription CAROLVS * L* B* AB HVND ET ALTENGROTKAV ; under the 
bust, in smaller letters, Abramson. The reverse (Figure 4) shows a funeral 
urn, encircled by the Egyptian serpent as an emblem of immortality; from the 
top of the urn hangs a ribbon, to which is suspended a Templar’s cross ; on 
the base of the urn is the date of his death, mpccLxxvi. Legend, preras 
FRATRUM. D. RK. L. V. The initials refer to Dresden, Rostock, Leipsic, and 


* Merzdorf, page 29, gives MrisTer, for STiFTER, in the legend of this Medal. I have found him very accurate 
in so many instances that I hesitate to give a different version, especially as the Medal was in his collection. But 
there was also one in that of Zacharias, whom 1 have followed, and the latter gives an engravings which is here 
reproduced ; in his description, VIII. v. Zacharias says that Bodelschwingh was a founder (Stifter) of the Lodge The 
Bright Light, and then mentions important positions he held in the Grand ge, but says nothing of his service 
as Master of the subordinate Lodge. I think his connection with that as its founder would more probably be com- 
memorated on a Medal. 
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Weimar (Vimaria). Silver. Von Hund’s Masonic history is given in full in 
the work of Zacharias. 

XLVI. Obverse, Bust of Broenner to left; on the arm in small letters, 
L'aAL. Legend, IOHAN CARL BROENNER. SENATOR. GEB. IN FRANKFURT A M. D. 
4. IUN. 1738. Reverse, within a chain of square links, DEM H. w. PR. U DIR. 
G. M. 50 LHHR. F. M. IUBILARIO GEWIDMET VON DEN BR. BR. DER CJ Z, EIN- 
IGKEIT, IM 0. ZU FRANKF. */, $809, in eight lines. [Dedicated to the Right 
Worshipful Provincial and Directorial Grand Master, on his fiftieth Masonic 
anniversary, by his brethren of the Lodge of Unity, Orient of Frankfort on 
the Main, June 4, 5809.| Silver. (Figure 5.) 

XLVII. Obverse, An altar, on which is the Bible, opened at I. John, iv. 
16; above it, the radiant triangle with the tetragrammaton ; on the left of the 
altar an acacia bush, with the square, compasses and trowel at its foot ; on the 
right, a rose bush with a celestial globe and a gavel at its foot. In exergue, 
BR. A. L. V. MARTINETZ U ST. GEORGE K. P. MAIOR. STIFTER D A in four lines. 
Reverse, Within a wreath of oak-leaves, D V IULII MDCCCXX VOLLENDETE L 
IAHR D A HERCULES IN SCHWEIDNITZ— BR. I. G. W. V KAEMPF K. P. MAIOR D. 
z. GR. M. in eight lines. [On the fifth of July, 1820, the Lodge Hercules in 
Schweidnitz completed its fiftieth year, oF This Medal, commemorating the 


semi-centennial festival, was issued under the Mastership of a brother who, in 
September, 1829, celebrated his own half-century of membership in the Order 
and a quarter century of service in the East of his Lodge. The Medal was 
cast in iron. (Figure 6.) 


XLVIII. Obverse, A circle, within which is another, formed by a 
snake, its tail in its mouth, and the eye very large, which surrounds the 
inscription in old Russian characters, [4 OZIRIS OUTCHREJ : 1776 GOD : MARTA 
2 TCHIS : NA VOSTOK MOsKVYE. [Lodge of Osiris, founded March 2, 1776, 
Orient of Moscow] in five lines. everse, An eye above the phallic* emblem. 
Legend in the same characters, TAINSTVENNOE IZOBRAJENIE OzIRISA { Myste- 
rious representation of Osiris.] Silver. Size 23. This very rare and curious 
Medal seems to have hitherto escaped. notice; I have found no allusion to it 
in Merzdorf, or any other list of Masonic Medals. The dies from which my 
impression was struck, are not very well cut, the circles surrounding the 
letters on both obverse and reverse, being quite irregular. The planchet, 
which is not perfectly circular, has a loop at the top for a ring. 

XLIX. Obverse, The head of the buried sphynx turned to the right, 
between an obelisk ornamented with hieroglyphics on the right, and a 
Corinthian column on the left: in the back-ground are two pyramids ; above 
them, dividing the legend, the All-seeing eye with rays. Legend, [=] Les 
PYRAMIDES 0.". D'ALEXANDRIE, at the bottom Ecypre. The name of the en- 
graver of the dies appears to be cut in very small letters under the pillar, but 
I cannot decipher it. Reverse, ACTIVITE UNION FRATERNITE* MAI 5866° * 
surrounding the inscription in six lines, AU ZELE ET AU DEVOUEMENT DU F.*. 
MEILLON ALEX“ VENERABLE LES FF.*. DE LA R.*. L.’. LES PYRAMIDES.". The dies 
for the reverse of this Medal cracked, and it is rare. Size 29. Bronze. 

L. Medal struck in Milan on the occasion of a festival, celebrated on the 
27th of December, 1808, in honor of the affiliation and friendship between the 

* The word Osiris is said to mean ‘*many-eyed,”” and the eye on the reverse may allude to this. The emblem 


on this Medal has caused some discussion among those who have seen it, —but it appears to be a conventional 
representation of a well known symbol of Osiris, shading to his dismemberment by Typhon. 
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Grand Orient of France and that of Milan, Italy. Obverse, On a triangle 
stand two fasces, bound with ribbons, which cross and unite them at the top 
and bottom. That on the right has upon it a flaming sword; that on the left a 
caduceus, placed so as to form a right angle with the sword. Above, a pair 
of scales in equipoise, the beam of which is entwined with a wreath of oak, and 
on which are suspended a square and compasses. Reverse, ITALIAE. GAL- 
LIARVMQ. ARCANAE. SAPIENTIAE HIEROPHANTIS SANCTIORI FOEDERE SOCIATIS 
MEDIOL. ANNO. V.*. L.*. 5808. in six lines. Silver and copper. Size 25. Rare. 

LI. Obverse, The double-headed eagle of the 33d grade, holding a 
sword in his talons with the imperial crown above him. Legend, CONSEIL DE 
LA CLEMENTE AMITIE. Reverse, A cross patee, gules. Over the upper bar of 
the cross, 30, on the left, x, on the right s, and below it, 5834. Silver. Size 


16. Struck in Paris. W. T. R. MARVIN, 
[To be continued. ] 




























MEDAL OF THE DUKE OF CUMBERLAND. 


Mr. Donatp McKenztr, of Morgantown, N. C., has a relic which would 
be highly prized by English antiquarians. It is a Medal bestowed by the 
Duke of Cumberland, for gallant conduct at the battle of Culloden, in 1745, 
where Charles Edward’s defeat set at rest forever the pretensions of the 
Stewarts. It is of copper, about the size and shape of a Mexican silver dollar. 
On one side are the words, “ Will, Duke of Cumberland,” with the figure of a 
man on horseback. On the other, is a very fair representation of a battle, 
one side advancing and the other giving way, accompanied by the words, 
“ Rebellion justly rewarded.” It bears its age, one hundred and thirty years, 
very well indeed. A little darkey picked it up near Brownsville, Tenn., during 
the war, and Mr. McKenzie purchased it.—Alue Ridge Blade. 





A NOBLE TESTIMONY TO NUMISMATIC SCIENCE. 
COMMUNICATED BY ROBERT MORRIS, LL. D. 


Coin-STuDENTS, fortunate in the possession of the works of Spanheim, 
Patin, Vaillant, and the glorious constellation of erudite and enthusiastic 
authors who vied with each other through the sixteenth, seventeenth, and 
eighteenth centuries, in the collection and reading of ancient numismata, and 
whose folios, enriched with thousands of coin-cuts, and their appropriate 
histories, present so forcible a contrast with the dwarfed and insignificant 
volumes upon this theme now appearing,—such favored students I say, turn 
with never-wearying delight to the eulogiums pronounced upon the study and 
use of ancient coins, by the early authors. There is more meaé in the preface 
of one of the antique folios on the shelf before me, than in all that Humphrey, 
Akerman, and modern authors have given us, were they combined into one. 

As a document of popular interest, I have translated for your pages the 
exalted estimate set upon numismatics by Count Lewis Henry Lomenius, two 
hundred years ago. It is prefixed, as a sort of salutation, to the work of 
Charles Patin, published at Paris, in Latin, in 1673, under the title of Famzliae 
Romanae in antiquisnumismatibus, Gc., ‘‘The Roman Families on ancient 
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coins.” It is a folio of 429 pages, and contains 2,052 cuts of coins of Roman 
families, ranging from A. U. C. (B. C. 753,) to Augustus Cesar II., (B. C. 31.) 
It is but little to affirm of such a book, that it is a /ébrary of itself. And here 
is what Count Lomenius says of the usefulness and dignity of coins and their 
explication :— 

“Coins are the érveviartes of antiquity, the torch-light of history, the 
supplements of the old, vacillating, and darkening faith, the padulum of reading. 
But their splendor and utility especially appear among the admirable things of 
the Eternal Nation (Roman,) because in their majesty they run parallel with 
the affairs of the lordly city! Not the body alone, but even the corpse strikes 
us with admiration when we contemplate them. From the very rubbish and 
shattered walls, from the empty name itself, a spirit of veneration is exhaled. 
The injuries of time casting disgrace upon their worship, they even breathe a 
sacred horror! 

“Thermal springs, aqueducts, the ruined piles of the amphitheatre and 
triumphal arches, bear witness that while they live with their departed builders, 
no monuments can perish! 

‘How few persons there are that endure the tedium of the long way and 
travel over the immense spaces of life's journey, who are content to survey 
these things from a sunny spot! How sweet among the amenities of the 
Muse to feel after these tokens of the lapsed ages, and in them to discern 
triumphant Rome! This was the sentiment of that illustrious chief, the Duke 
Augustus.* 

“The papyraceous sea has its ebb and flow: all do not break through 
by force, nor do all written pages go forth to immortality. The coin alone 
scorns the power of death, glorying in a metallic eternity! Whatsoever the 
various page reports of the past, —the sorrowful, the doubtful, — this, the wise 
hand of the coin-sculptor exhibits, and he commands us to behold the very 
faces of Pompey and of Brutus! What instructive light we derive concerning 
the actions of these men, by the inspection of their coins! The likenesses 
so guide the eye that the pictures of those they represent even fasten eternity 
upon the mind! 

“ Here the unlettered crowd, inconsiderate in judgment, keep silence and 
forbear to engage in those trifling matters of which they are ignorant. 

“It is to give thanks to the artists of the olden time, and to our present 
Patin, who, born a Frenchman, has decorated Rome herself, above her own 
children, with anxious care. 

‘ Brunotius, indeed, comes in for a share of this glory, seeing that he 
enriched the work with a grand accession, even as with a single mind he 
taught archeological science to us, his friends. A grateful posterity will, with 
me, divide the thanks due, and the present age everywhere will follow up the 
exact judgment of King Lewis in his felicitious estimation, since without fee, 
he committed his exceedingly precious collections of coins to the fidelity of 
Brunotius, who, without covetousness, has bestowed the learning which he 
alone could separate from the coins, upon the whole world. 

“Under the auspices of Duke Aurelian, now received into heaven, Patin 
brought forth the fetus, Brunotius being the obstetrician. He has, by these 
diversions, polished the leisure of our lord, the King, (in whom, certainly, no 


*A noble patron of Numismatical science in the seventeenth century. 
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tendency of the time is irreligious!) and has moistened his ungrateful memo- 
ries of the past with lethean juices. In this, the erudite care of Seguin was 
not inert, who, being the verifier of the grandest mystery of faith, verified also 
this light of antiquarian knowledge and art, of whose departure the human 
family was lent upon usury more than in the trifling labors of the living. 

“In the meantime, an immortal glory is borne to Patin, who submerged 
the labors of Ursinus in his own, just as the two-horned river Rhine, after 
widely surveying the immense spaces of earth, passes from sight in the sub- 
servient waters!” 





ANTIQUARIAN TREASURES AT ROME. 


Tue correspondent of the London Daily Telegraph at Rome, in writing about the excavations 
in that city, says ; — 


Coins have been discovered in startling quantities. On the Esquiline so 
many have been found that they fill chests. A short time ago the workmen 
came upon a mass of some three thousand lying loose in the ground. These 
coins were principally bronze, but there was also a large amount of gold and 
silver money. One thing has a peculiar interest attached to it. It is a small 
round bronze box, which was used to keep medals in. Although the medals 
were gone, it was at once ascertained by the archzologist that the box had 
contained them, and that they had been stolen, for on the bottom of the box 
may be seen the impression left in the thick coating of verdigris. 





RELICS OF THE PAST. 


Wuie making repairs in the foundation of his residence, No. 417 Arch 
Street, Camden, N. J., some time since, Reuben S. Cross found a “ Wash- 
ington” penny, bearing date 1791, embedded in the mortar, and preserved in 
good condition. On the obverse it has a good likeness of George Washington, 
with the words, “ Washington, President,” 1791, and on the reverse, an eagle 
grasping in one talon a bundle of arrows, and in the other an olive-branch 
with, “E Pluribus Unum” in the scroll. It is supposed to have been placed 
there when the house was erected in 1792. 

Amonc the copper coins dug up in front of Lawyer Ames’s office, on 
Washington Street, Canton, recently, is one which bears the date of 1697, and 
the name of William III. Another was coined in 1700. Mr. Ames thinks 
they were buried there previous to 1750. The latest date is 1737, and the 
coins were nearly as bright when found as when they came from the Mint. 

Tue Charleston (S. C.) News and Courier describes an old medal recently 
found in that neighborhood as follows : — 

A circular bronze Medal, two inches in diameter, and bearing the date 
1552, has been discovered in Orangeburg, in the debris of the residence of 
Mr. Joseph Strauss, which was destroyed by fire a year ago. It is in excellent 
preservation. On the obverse is a bas-relief profile, probably of Henry II. of 
France, and on the margin the inscription, HENRICVS. Il. GALLIARVM REX 
INVICTIss. PP. On the reverse is a symbolical representation, consisting of a 
chariot in-the form of a harp reclining on wheels, the scroll or curved side 
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upward. On this stand three typical female figures, the first bearing in her 
right hand an unfurled flag, on which the fleur-de-lis is conspicuous ; the 
second, what seems to be a cornucopia ; the third is indistinct, her right hand 
rests upon the shoulder of the second, and the right arm of the latter encircles 
her waist. The chariot is drawn by three prancing horses driven by the figure 
holding the flag. Underneath, in plain letters, are the words, EX VOTO PVB. 
and the date 1552. Around the margin of the reverse is the inscription, OB 
RES IN ITAL. GERM. ET GAL. FORTITER AC FOELIC. GESTAS. Henry II. succeeded 
his father Francis I as king of France in 1547, and married Catharine de 
Medicis. He waged war against Charles V. of Spain, who besieged Metz 
several months in 1552; but the place was successfully defended by the Duke 
of Guise. The medal is possibly commemorative of that event. Henry was 
killed in a tournament in 1559. How the medal reached Orangeburg is a 
mystery. It is doubtless a very valuable relic. 





MEDALS OF WASHINGTON, 
LATELY ADDED TO THE COLLECTION OF WM. S. APPLETON. 


1 To follow LXXXVII. Obv. As LXXXVIII. Rev. New york 
GRAND CANAL OPENED 1823; eagle with wings displayed, on breast shield of 
U. S., in claws olive-branch and three arrows. Brass, size 16. 

2 Same obverse. Rev. GEORGE IV KING OF GREAT BRITAIN; head of 
the king facing the left. Brass, size 16. 

3 To follow CXII. Obv. As CXII with very slight differences. Rev. 
GEO: DOLL & C2 IMPORTERS OF FANCY GOODS &C. N° 14 NORTH 6™ sT® PHILA- 
DELPHIA in five lines, the first and last curved. Brass, size 14. 

4 To follow CXLV. Obv. As CXLV. Rev. EDWARD EVERETT BORN 
APRIL I1. 1794.; head of Everett facing the left ; below Merriam. Tin, size 20. 

5 To follow CLXXV. Obv. AsCLXXV. Rev. our country in two 
lines, above shield of U. S. between two olive-branches, below star between 
two arrow-heads, all in a wreath of olive. Silver, size 12. 

6 Same obverse. Rev. UNITED COUNTRY in two curved lines in an oval 
frame, an ornament between the words, and above and below the frame, all in 
a circle of thirty-four stars of different sizes. Silver, size 12. 

7 To follow CLXXXVII. Obv. AsCLXXXIV. Rev. 1. L. ELLWoop 
HARDWARE. TIN & STOVES DE KALB ILL. in four irregular lines; in centre an 
eagle with wings displayed. Copper, size 123. 

8 To follow CXCIX. Obv. As CXCIX. Rev. Maj. GEN. GEo. B. 
McCLELLAN. 1864; head of McClellan in uniform to left; below w. H. KEY F. 
Tin, size 18. 

9 To follow CCI. THE FATHER OF OUR CouNTRY; head as CCI; below 
BOLEN. Rev. HE LIVED FOR HIS COUNTRY. in three lines in a wreath of an 
olive-branch ; above and below the inscription.a line of dots. Tin, size 18. 

10 To follow CCIII. An altar-pedestal, on which stands a bust of 
Washington facing the right; on the front of the altar PEACE in a wreath of 
olive ; at the left stands an Indian, and at the right a female holding the flag 
of U.S., who grasp hands; near the Indian are a tomahawk, quiver, pipe, &c., 
and in the distance behind him is an Indian on horseback chasing buffaloes ; 
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near the female are an anchor, cog-wheel, pincers, mallet, plough, &c., and in 
the distance behind her a railway-train on a viaduct; in exergue, to right 
Paquet F. Rev.* ANDREW JOHNSON, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 1865 ; 
head of Johnson facing the right; below the shoulder at left Paguet. F. 
Bronze, size 48. 

11 IN GOD WE TRUST; head of Washington facing the right; below 
1866. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 5 within a circle of thirteen stars 
and thirteen rays ; below cents. Nickel, size 13. 

12 Same obverse. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 5 within a wreath 
of two olive-branches tied by a bow. Nickel, size 13. 

13 Same obverse. Same reverse, very differently executed. Copper, 
size 13. 

14 GOD AND OUR couNTRY; head of Washington facing the right ; 
below 1866. Rev. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 5 within a wreath of two 
olive-branches tied by a bow. Nickel, size 13. 

15 | UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; head of Washington facing the right ; 
below 1866. Rev. IN GoD WE TRUST; 5 CENTS within a wreath of two olive- 
branches tied by a bow. Nickel, size 13. 

The last five are patterns of the U. S. Mint. 

16 To follow CCIX. Obv. As CCIX, but the wreath is of laurel. Rev. 
MAJ. GENERAL MCCLELLAN ; bust of McClellan in uniform at three-quarter face 
to the right. Bronze, size 21. 

17. To follow CCXXII. Obv. As CCXXII. Rev. wasnincton’s HEAD- 
QUARTERS AT TAPPAN; a farm-house. Tin, size 20. 

18 To follow CCXXIV. Obv. As CCXXII. Rev. THE OLD HASBROOK 
HOUSE NEWBURG, N. Y.; view of the house; below Gc. H. L. Tin, size 20. 

19 To follow CCXXXVIII. Bust of Washington facing the left in an 
ornamental border, in which are thirteen stars. Rev. WASHINGTON BORN, 
1732 DIED, 1799 in three lines, the first curved, within a wreath of two palm- 
branches ; on the joining at base is the.shield of U. S., and between the 
points at top a star. Copper, size 18. 

20 To follow CCLXVI. Obv. As CCLXVI._ Rev. GEN'L ANDREW 
JACKSON ; Jackson on horseback to the left, his sword in right hand. Silver, 
size 18. 

21 Same obverse. Rev. MAJ. GEN. W. H. HARRISON forming part of a 
circle, which is completed by twenty-three stars ; bust of Harrison in uniform 
facing the left. Silver, size 18. 

22 Same obverse. Rev. HENRY CLAY; head of Clay to right. Brass, 
size 18. 

23. To follow CCLXX. Obv. As CCLXX. Rev. GEORGE wWAsHING- 
TON. I PRESIDENT. U. S. round the edge; within THE UNION, IS THE MAIN 
PROP OF OUR LIBERTY in five lines, the first and last curved. Bronze, size 16. 

24 To follow CCLXXXIV. Obv. As CCLXXXIV. Rev. Head of 
Grant facing the right. Silver, size 114. 

25 To follow CCLXXXVI. Head of Washington facing the left ; 
around thirteen stars; below 1872. Rev. CALIFORNIA CHARM 3 GOLD; at 
each side a star. Gold, octagonal, size 7. 

26 To follow CCLXXXVII. GEORGE WASHINGTON; on a ribbon at 


* This is of course the real obverse of the Medal. 
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base BORN FEB 22 1732 DIED DEC 14 1799 in two lines; bust of Washington 
in uniform facing the right; below KEy. Fr. Rev. 1776 INDEPENDENCE HALL 
1876; in exergue COMMENCED 1729 FINISHED 1734; view of Independence 
Hall, Philadelphia; below key. F. Silver-plated, size 24. 

The date on this Medal is false, as the piece was struck in 1873. 

27 Same obverse. Rev. PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT THE LAND 
UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS THEREOF round the edge; within 1776 LIBERTY 
BELL 1876 LEV. xxv vx.; a cracked bell showing the lettering LEV xxv vx 
PROCLAIM LIBER; IN PHILAD* BY ORDER OF THE; PASS AND STOW PHILAD*“ 
MDCCLIII. Copper, size 24. 

28 FIRST IN WAR AND IN PEACE LAST IN SECURING round the edge ; 
within 1775— 100 yEARS—1875 I. F. W. DES. G. H. L. FEC.; head of Wash- 
ington facing the right; at each side a star. Rev. * A MONUMENT. * CORNER 
STONE LAID 1848-COMPLETED 1876 (?) round the edge; within (PRESIDENCY 
OF U. S. GRANT) Woop’s SERIES “C” NO. 3; in field WASHINGTON D. C.; a 
view of the unfinished monument at Washington. Copper, size 25. 

29 Same obverse. Same reverse, with these differences,?—1876, and 
the masonry of the monument is marked by lines, the former being plain. 
Bronze, size 25. 

30 TO COMMEMORATE THE 100° ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE ; head of Washington facing the right; on edge of shoulder 
LOVETT ; all within an elaborate border, composed of eight sections divided by 
quatrefoils ; from the top sections 1 and 2 contain infantry, 3 and 4 cavalry, 
5 infantry, 6 cavalry, 7 infantry, 8 cavalry. Rev. At top THE DECLARATION 
at base OF INDEPENDENCE 1776; a representation of Trumbull’s picture of the 
signing of the Declaration. Bronze, size 27. 

31 GENERAL WASHINGTON 1776; head of Washington facing the right. 
Rev. BIRTH PLACE OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 1776; view of Independence 
Hall. Tin, size 24. 

32 Same obverse. Rev. FREE AND UNITED STATES 1876; a seated 
female figure, holding in right hand an olive-branch, and supporting with left 
something like a large tea-caddy, on which are represented a pair of balances 
and a square ; before her is the ocean, on which is a steam-ship, close’ behind 
her are two flags, and beyond them an inland scene with a plough and a 
railway-train. Tin, size 24. 

33 Same obverse. Rev. CENTENNIAL FOUNTAIN; view of the fountain ; 
in exergue, (unusually large) FAIRMOUNT PARK DEDICATED TO AMERICAN LIB- 
ERTY JULY 4. 1876 PHILA. in five lines, the last curved. Tin, size 24. 

34 THE CENTENNIAL YEAR OF OUR NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE 1876; head 
of Washington facing the right ; around thirty-four stars ; on edge of shoulder 
LOVETT. Rev. BATTLE OF MOORE'S CREEK BRIDGE NO. CAROLINA FEBRUARY 
27 1; in centre 1776 in a circle surrounded by formal rays; all within a wreath 
of oak. Tin, size 22. 

35 Same obverse. Same reverse, except the inscription BATTLE OF 
SULLIVAN'S ISLAND SO, CAROLINA JUNE 28 2, Tin, size 22. 

36 Same obverse. Same reverse, except the inscription BATTLE OF 
LONG ISLAND NEW YORK AUGUST 27 3. Tin, size 22. 

37. Same obverse. Same reverse, except the inscription BATTLE OF 
HARLEM PLAINS NEW YORK SEPTEMBER 16 4. Tin, size 22. 
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38 Same obverse. Same reverse, except the inscription BATTLE OF 
LAKE CHAMPLAIN NEW YORK OCTOBER 11 & 12 5. Tin, size 22. 

39 Same obverse. Same reverse, except the inscription BATTLE OF 
WHITE PLAINS NEW YORK OCTOBER 28 6. Tin, size 22. 

40 Same obverse. Same reverse, except the inscription BATTLE OF 
FORT WASHINGTON NEW YORK NOVEMBER 16 7. Tin, size 22. 

41 Same obverse. Same reverse, except the inscription BATTLE OF 
TRENTON NEW JERSEY DECEMBER 26 8. Tin, size 22. 

42 TO AID ‘ST JOHN’S-GUILD’-FLOATING-HOSPITAL ; head of Washington 
facing the right; around are thirteen stars, whose circle is completed by the 
words WOOD'S SERIES “C” NO. 5; at base G. H. L. Rev. CENTENNIAL RECEP- 
TION, BALL, & TEA-PARTY. round the edge; within FEBY 22 1876 ACADEMY 
OF MUSIC, N. Y.; bust of Mrs. Washington facing the left. Tin, size 18. 

43 Obv. As CCLXXXII. Rev. At base INDEPENDENCE HALL; view 
of the Hall; below key. Fr. Silver, size 11. 

44 Same obverse. Rev. LIBERTY BELL 1776; a cracked bell with its 
support. Silver, size 11. 

45 Same obverse. Rev. 1776 1876 LIBERTY BELL; a cracked bell. 
Silver, size 11. 

46 Obv. AsCCLXXXIV. Rev. As 44. Silver, size 11. 

47 Same obverse. Rev. As 45. Silver, size 11. 

48 100% ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE JULY 4, 
1876; head of Washington facing the left in a wreath of a palm-branch and 
oak-branch, tied by a bow. Rev. In a wreath of an olive-branch and oak- 
branch DEDICATED TO THE CHILDREN OF AMERICA in five lines, first and last 
curved, at top 1876. ‘Tin, size 21. 









MODERN “ANTIQUES.” 


WE mentioned in the last number of the Yournal the appearance of numerous counterfeits 
of antique coins, medals, and other works of ancient art, a factory of which has recently been ; 
discovered in Florence. The Zondon Academy published a short time ago, a letter from Florence, 
written by C. H. Wilson, on this subject, from which we take the following. The writer says : — 


I have just visited a manufactory of bronzes. I bought a couple of 
knockers in bronze, of excellent design and execution, and I was told that one 
had been sold as an old Italian work. By the merest accident I heard of the 
maker. I went to his place and found that he prepared bronzes of all ages 
and styles. He is a clever workman, not only casts well, but chases admir- 
ably, and then produces any patina. The number of antiques thus fabricated 
appears to be prodigious. He sells his works for what they are, to dealers, 
who disperse them all over Italy, and sell them to foreigners by endless 
ingenious contrivances. They are in curiosity shops ; are offered by innocent 
countrymen as just dug up. Strangers are consulted by ingenuous beings 
who have accidentally acquired an ancient bronze, and are ready to give it 
away, and soon. Many fall into these traps, and collect figures of Etruscan 
deities, lamps, candelabra, seals, medals, coins, vases and other objects, all of 
which are made by one ingenious workman, who thus supports a numerous 
family, and lives in Florence a by no means luxurious life, for as he deals 
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chiefly with knaves, he is ground down to the lowest price for his wares. He 
is one of a large class who fabricate antiquities of all kinds to sell to credulous 
strangers, whom it is as impossible to guard against these deceptions as it is 
to warn the spoons who are plundered by the card trick. Their vanity leads 
them to fancy that they have enough knowledge and taste to guard them, and 
they are taken in, in the most absurd way, little aware that there are Italian 
artists in this line who can deceive even experienced judges, and that 
collections everywhere are replete with forgeries. It is lamentable to observe 
the talent thus wasted, which, rightly employed, would raise art, increase 
legitimate commerce, and fill collections with fine works of acknowledged 
merit. But so long as people prefer to think that they make discoveries, get 
fine things for small payments, and give themselves out as very knowing, so 
long will the artists bait the hook for them, and make fools of them as they 
deserve. 


A NUMISMATICAL CRITIQUE—CRACKS IN JOHN BULL'S 
CRACK GEOGRAPHY. 


BY PROF. J. D. BUTLER OF MADISON, WISCONSIN. 


Tue Dictionary of Classical Geography by William Smith has long been 
the standard authority alike in America and England. But I have just 
detected a flaw in this jewel in a way so unlooked for that it deserves notice. 
Under the title /stvus, Smith mentions only one place, namely, a town in 
Crete, and closes his notice with a numismatic cut superscribed Cozn of Jstrus. 
Who could suspect any blunder here, or, suspecting it, how could any prove 
his point? Yet the impossible always happens. A man from the rural 
district of Waterloo, Rev. Mr. Nameless, has showed me a silver fac sémile of 
the “Coin of Istrus,” as engraved in Smith. This was a surprise. But the 
Waterlooan had found his silverling in a Danubian province, a thousand miles 
from Crete, and that, so far as appears, never had any intercourse with that 
Mediterranean island. As Mrs. Malaprop has it, ‘‘ They were not contagious 
countries.” 

At first, thinking Smith infallible, I told the man who had brought the 
coin for my inspection, that it must be of Cretan origin. Still, it was not long 
before I changed my mind. Looking throngh Smith’s article, /stropolis, | 
perceived that that city was also named J/s¢rza, and was near the Danube, 
where the Waterloo money came from. ‘The inscription, also, or legend — 
both on the coin from Waterloo and on Smith’s picture of it— when narrowly 
scanned, proved to be /s¢rza and not Istrus. Besides, in his article on Crete, 
Smith himself declares it doubtful whether any genuine coins at all of Cretan 
cities are now extant — though, forgetting himself, he afterwards portrays one 
as indubitable. On the whole, it seems clear that Smith, or his publishers, 
attached the picture to the wrong town —blundering no less than Isaac did 
when he poured on Jacob’s head all the blessings he intended to bestow on 
Esau. They gave to Crete what was due to a Danubian city. After all, m 
chief wonder is that the thousand mile mistake of the chiefest British 
geographer should, so far as I know, have been first exposed through the 
agency of a Methodist minister in a Wisconsin village. What strong connec- 
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tions and nice dependencies of things that seem wide as the poles disjoined. 
The Waterloo David's sling-stone gives a Waterloo overthrow to the English 
Goliath. 

In truth, the Istrian coin is an unique curiosity. It very probably dates 
from the era of Alexander, or the fourth century before Christ, yet is so well 
preserved, that it may outlast all the mintage of to-day. Its stamp is also 
noticeable. The reverse is a bird on the back of a dolphin with the legend 
Istria. The obverse is especially peculiar. It is covered by two youthful 
faces, each a counterpart of the other, and side by side — one upright, but the 
other upside down. 















A DEFENCE OF COLLECTORS. 


We take the following extract from an address before the N. E. Historic, Genealogical 
Society, by the Hon. Charles H. Bell, which applies as well to numismatists, as to bibliopoles or 
autograph collectors, 









Only second to the taste for the collection of books, ‘is that for the 
acquisition of relics, illustrative of our earlier history. It is not surprising 
that many persons are disposed to regard the mania for “collecting,” as it is 
termed, as puerile and ridiculous, when it is directed to articles of no intrinsic 
interest or importance. But against too sweeping a condemnation of the 
practice, I desire to enter an earnest protest. The gathering and arrangement 
of certain classes of memorials of by-gone generations constitute a most 
valuable and indispensable aid to the study and right understanding of history. 
The office of the antiquary has been said to be, to provide materials for the 
historian : the collector gives them light and color. We never can so fully 
realize past transactions as when we behold some tangible, material object 
which made part of them. It is true, for example, we read with horror of the 
pitiless scenes enacted under the sanction of the law, during the witchcraft 
delusion in New England ; but what minuteness of written description can so 
touch our senses with the very presence and reality of those judicial murders, 
as the sight of the yellow and tattered warrant that tells in hideous nakedness 
of phrase, the death-doom and fate of one of those unfortunates? Of the 
same kind of interest and value, and only inferior in degree, are the auto- 
graphs of noted persons, the various paper currency, and other like memorials 
of the realm of the past, which are sought for by the judicious collector. 
They serve to illustrate to the eye the character of the age to which they 
belonged ; to photograph upon the sensorium the times and scenes of which 
they were components ; to enable us to walk the streets, to sit at the boards, 
and to live the lives of departed generations. 




























COINS UNDER CORNER STONES. 


Apri 9, 1819, at 12 o'clock, the ceremony was performed of laying the 
Corner Stone of the building for the Bank of the United States in Philadel- 
phia. Enclosed in the stone was deposited, secured in a leaden case, a glass 
vase, containing several of the gold, silver, and copper coins of the United 
States, and an inscription, beautifully printed on vellum paper. 
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ENGLISH COPPER COINAGE. 


Mr. D. T. Barry, of 10 Cathedral Yard, Manchester, England, is now 
publishing a valuable work entitled a “ Descriptive Catalogue of the Copper 
Coinage of Great Britain, Ireland, British Isles and Colonies; Local and 
private tokens, jettons, &c.” It is compiled from various sources, but espe- 
cially from the author’s own collection of fifteen thousand varieties, and other 
celebrated collections. It is published in parts, of twenty-four pages each, 
foolscap quarto ; ten of these have already been issued, of which the first four 
are illustrated with plates of rare and previously unpublished coins. These, 
containing the plates, are sold at two shillings each, and the following parts at 
one and sixpence. Mr. Batty has a valuable collection of American coins and 
Medals, including many Washington pieces, and early issues of Colonial 
currency, which will doubtless afford him the means of making a work of 
interest to American collectors. The English press have referred in very 
complimentary terms to this work, as it has appeared, and it promises to be 
the most complete by far of anything on the subject which has yet been issued. 
The “Manchester Guardian ” in speaking of it, says ;— 


“Perhaps because English copper coins are of no very great antiquity, the earliest 
being of the reign of James I, the subject of our copper coinage has been somewhat 
neglected by numismatic writers, who have generally turned their attention chiefly, if 
not exclusively, to our silver and gold coins. Yet the study of our copper coins, and 
more especially of the many local tokens which often supplied the place of the pence 
and halfpence furnished in insufficient numbers by the State, may often serve to throw 
some fresh light on our social condition as it once was, and on local history. * * * * 
Mr. Batty, of this city, proposes to collect in one body, for the first time, and to arrange 
systematically, descriptions of all those tokens which have already been described by the 
three or four writers who have published more or less incomplete catalogues of the kind, 
and to add the descriptions of those unpublished specimens which he has been able to 
find in the cabinets of himself and of other collectors. To these will be added complete 
accounts of the copper coins struck by the Crown, and of the Colonial copper coinage, 
of which, so far as we know, no numismatist has ever professed to have given anything 
approaching a complete catalogue. * * * * That the ‘Catalogue’ is copious is 
evident. That it will be absolutely complete is hardly probable ; for some few specimens 
are likely never to have been seen by Mr. Batty or the collectors whose cabinets have 
aided his researches. But we do not doubt that its completeness will be as full as the 
nature of the subject permits, and it certainly will greatly exceed that of previous publi- 
cations. Its arrangement is good and convenient for consultation ; its typography is 
clear and legible ; and the engraver has well executed the plates of rare and hitherto 
unpublished specimens which accompany and illustrate the first four parts. Altogether 
Mr. Batty’s publication is creditable to himself, and will be of the greatest value to those 
who may possess, or may desire to form, collections of our copper coins and tokens.” 


Nine parts, previously issued, brought the total number of entries up to 
1083 pennies, and 1689 half-pennies. The tenth part appeared in July last, 
and probably fifteen more will be required to complete the work. M. 





CENTENNIAL—1876. BROTHER JONATHAN TO Miss COLUMBIA. 
‘* SHOW your new patent to increase your rents 
By paying quarters for collecting cents ; 
Show your short cut to cure financial ills 
By making paper-collars current bills."— James Russell Lowell. 
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THE SHEKEL. 


Tue Jewish shekel was originally only a weight. The first form in which 
money was used by the Jews, and by other nations also, was that of pieces of 
metal without any marks or devices upon them. The precious metals, gold 
and silver, passed by weight, as when Abraham and Jeremiah purchased fields. 
The term “piece of silver,” is also equivalent to a shekel. Its weight was 
half an ounce avoirdupois. It is to be noted that the shekel was not a coin 
during the entire period embraced in the Old Testament. It first appears as a 
coin about B. C. 160, and was issued by Simon Maccabzeus. The Maccabees 
were rigid adherents to the old constitution, and there can be no doubt that 
the coin struck by them exactly corresponded in weight and fineness to the 
former standard. Many of these coins are now extant. There is one in the 
cabinet of the United States Mint, in a fine state of preservation. It weighs 
217 grains, and is of the fineness of 950 thousandths. Other specimens of 
this coin, noticed by various authorities, make the weight and fineness about 
the same. Its intrinsic value is about fifty-eight cents. 





MEXICAN CAMPAIGN MEDALS. 


PRESIDENT Grant and the Secretary of War have directed Dr. Linderman, 
Superintendent of the United States Mint, to coin appropriate medals of the 
cannon captured during the Mexican war, for the purpose of presentation to 
the veteran soldiers of that war. The design of the medal is a modified 
American shield, the outer rim raised from the general surface, and having 
thereon the names of the prominent battles in Mexico. In the centre in 
relief are various emblems of war—cannon, small arms, man-of-war, bursting 
shell, etc. Thereunder the word “ Mexico,” and a castle, with the maguey 
and cactus plants, and “ 1846,” the date of the war, all surrounded by a laurel 
wreath, banded below with three folds, bearing the names of Scott, Taylor 
and Pierce. Outside the wreath are twenty-nine stars, denoting the number 
of States of the Union at that time. 





COINS IN INDIAN GRAVES. 


WE cut the following from the New Fork Observer for August 17, last : — 


A gentleman of an antiquarian turn, stopping at Southampton, L. L., 
assisted by one of the Shinnecook tribe, recently investigated the contents of 
some of the Indian graves, supposed to be among the oldest of the reservation. 
They succeeded in finding the remains of two braves, and with them quite a 
variety of articles. Among them were wampum enough to make a string 
about two feet long, a stone pestle, glass bottles of peculiar shape, earthen 
cups ; silver teaspoons ; a copper kettle, with iron frame and handle; a gun 
band ; pieces of the blanket in which the bodies were wrapped, so well pre- 
served that the fibre can be plainly seen ; and a small brass box, shaped like 
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the case of an old-fashioned village watch, but larger, containing about twenty 
Roman silver coins of comparatively modern date, about the size of an old 
shilling piece. On one side of the coins the figures 1670 are legible, proving, 
as do the other articles, that the graves are not so ancient as had been 
supposed. The skulls and some bones were found in a position to show that 
the bodies had been buried in a horizontal, not a sitting posture. 















RAPID DEPRECIATION. 


i “ Dec. 30, 1781. THe old continental money passed, from July to Feb- 
f ruary, at seventy-five dollars for one of silver: it then depreciated fast till it 





stopped passing, about May 25th, by reason of news from Philadelphia. On 
the 26th of May a man at Norwich, Vt., gave one thousand dollars for a felt 
hat.” — Yournal of Rev. lsaac Backus, A. M. 












TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


Fune 2. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the report 
of the last meeting, which was accepted. The President nominated Mr. William T. R. 
Marvin for resident membership, and undera suspension of the sixth By-law he was 
immediately elected. Mr. Holland presented to the Society the dies of the Medal of 
Rev. Dr. Wm. E. Channing, mentioned in last report, with the condition that no more 
impressions be struck from them ; a special vote of thanks was passed. Mr. Holland 
exhibited three varieties of Mormon gold coin. Mr. Child showed a silver Medal on the 
completion of the railway from Mejia to Arequipa in South America. Dr. Green 
exhibited a bronze Medal with heads of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Florence, struck to com- 
memorate the 1ooth performance of the “Mighty Dollar.” Dr. Hall showed a curious 
lead piece of this shape Q, with a serpent on one side and words PAX and PRETIUM, 
and on the other DISPONERE and a cross and figures 1117. The Secretary exhibited a 
strange silver piece, with characters which have some seeming, but probably not real, 
connection with Masonry.* The meeting was devoted to an exhibition of U. S. coins of 
1804-6. Mr. Crosby showed two cents and six half-cents of 1804, cent and half-cent of 
1805, ana cent and two half-cents of 1806; Mr. Child showed quarter-eagle, two cents 
and four half-cents of 1804, two half-dollars, two cents and Nall dea of 1805, and two 
half-dollars, cent and half-cent of 1806; the Secretary, eagle, half-eagle, quarter-eagle, 
dollar, quarter, two dimes, cent and three half-cents of 1804, half-eagle, quarter-eagle, 
two half-dollars, quarter, two dimes, half-dime, two cents and half-cent of 1805, and two 
half-eagles, quarter-eagle, two half-dollars, quarter, cent and two half-cents of 1806, 
The Society adjourned a little before 5 P. M. 


Fuly 7. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the report of 
the last meeting, which was accepted. Mr. Marvin exhibited some Masonic Medals, 
including a French one lately struck on occasion of the Centennial of the U.S. Mr. 
Holland showed several curious Medals, viz., the large silver Indian Medal of George IIL, 
a smaller silver Medal of George III., with a lion and wolf and distant church on rev. ; a 
gold engraved Medal with ins. “ Beaver Club instituted 1785,” and on rev. “ Henry 
Mackenzie 1797 ;” a copper Medal with “MoNnTREAL” and a view of the city and “D c F” 
stamped below, rev. “ Tankalkel. Mohigkans,” and a tin Medal of Victoria, struck for the 
Indians on occasion of the cession of the rights of the North-West Company. The 


* This Medal is a badge of certain degrees in the “Temple of Honor,” a secret Temperance Society, and though 
sometimes catalogued as Masonic has nothing to do with Masonry. . : 
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meeting was devoted to an exhibition of U.S. coins of 1807—10, but nothing was brought 
except by the Secretary, who showed two half-eagles, quarter-eagle, two half-dollars, 
quarter-dollar, dime, four cents and half-cent of 1807, half-eagle, quarter-eagle, half- 
dollar, two cents and half-cent of 1808, half-eagle, half-dollar, dime, two cents and two 
half-cents of 1809, half-eagle, half-dollar, four cents and half-cent of 1810. The Society 


adjourned just before 5 P. M. Ws. S. Appeton, Secretary, 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, NEW YORK. 


A regular meeting was held May 16, 1876, at Mott Memorial Hall, Vice-President 
Parish presiding. The Executive Committee informed the Society of the death of our 
late life member James Lorimer Graham, Jr., and of our former member, Colin Light- 
body. The Secretary was directed to send a special vote of thanks to Messrs. J. W. 
Vanderwater of New York, Henry W. Holland, and Wm. Sumner Appleton of Boston, 
for their liberal donations to our Society. A letter was read from Joseph L. Stevens, 
M. D., of Castine, Maine, in which he gives full particulars of the coins in his possession, 
found at Castine in the actumn of 1840. The Curator announced donations from Mr. 
G. H. Lovett of Medals of General Custer, General Grant, Seymour and Blair, the 
National Exposition at Rome, Ga., 1857, and three Centenniai Medals with the head of 
Washington on obverse, one bearing a fac-simile of John Hancock’s autograph on the 
reverse. From Mr. James Oliver a Medal of Walter Scott by Wyon; obverse, portrait 
bust, name and date 1824; reverse, seated figure of History about to write on a tablet 
on which “ Wav” (for Waverley) appears, but looking back for inspiration to the enchant- 
ress Imagination, who, in gracefully flowing drapery, stands behind the chair and with 
slightly uplifted look waves her hand aloft, while the divine afflatus of “poetry,” in the 
form of a tongue of fire, hovers over her head, and the light wings of “fancy” play 
gently with her hair. Beneath the group is a laurel wreath. The whole effect is very 
artistic. Legend, “Truths Severe in Fairy Fiction Dressed.” Size 34. From Mr. 
Betts, three Centennial Medals with head of Washington on obverse. From Mr. I. F. 
Wood, silver impression of his Martha Washington Reception Medal, 2d variety, (only 
fifty struck in this metal,) and a curious satirical sleeve-button in oxydized metal, repre- 
senting Bismarck, Napoleon III., and Emperor William tied to pillories and dressed in 
monkish gowns, the French Emperor apparently appealing to the German Chancellor, 
who coldly turns his head away. From Mr. Cleneay, of Cincinnati, five Medals of the 
Industrial Exposition of 1870. From Henry W. Holland, Esq., of Boston, a silver 
impression of a fine Medal of Wm. Ellery Channing.* From Mr. Betts, on behalf of 
Mr. Vanderwater, a gavel made from the wood of the “ North Dutch Church,” erected 
in 1767 to 1769, at what is now the corner of Fulton and William Streets ; at that time 
William Street was called “ Horse and Cart Lane.” The church was built of stone and 
cost £12,000, ($60,000,) a very large sum in that day. During the British occupation of 
New York in the Revolution, this church was completely gutted, and turned intoa 
hospital ; of latter years it has been famous as the scene of the “ Fulton Street Daily 
Noon Prayer Meetings.” A view of this quaint old church (now torn down) will be 
found on page 283 of Disosway’s “Earliest Churches of New York.” There is also a 
historical token known to collectors which gives a view of the building. The Librarian 
reported additions to the Library from various donors. 

The following coins and Medals were then exhibited :— By Mr. D. Parish, Jr.,a 
bronze Medal of Louis Philippe, to commemorate the introduction of Railroads in 
France in 1842. Obverse, bust ; reverse, allegorical group, France, Mars and Mercury ; 
size 68; also, a silver Medal of Alexander, Count of Toulouse, Admiral of France, 
reverse, British and Dutch conquered August 24 1704. To commemorate the battle of 
Belezmalaga ; figure of Victory in a galley with trophies of war, size 43. By Mr. 
Zabriskie, rare bronze Medals of Commodore Vanderbilt, size 48, and Henry Lee, size 
30; also, a silver Medal of Washington Alliston, size 40. By Mr. I. F. Wood, two varie- 


* See Fournal of Numismatics, Vol. xi, p. 24. 
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ties of the Gothic Crown of Victoria in proof, brilliant condition, one without the 
lettering on edge ; a silver Medal of the taking of Lille, (or L’Isle;) obverse, head of 
Queen Anne; reverse, female figure holding olive-branch in right hand and shield of 
France in left hand, above suspended map of L’Isle; motto, Insulae Captae MDCCVIII; 
a silver Medal commemorative of visit of Jerome Napoleon and Catharine, King and 
Queen of Westphalia, to the mine at Clausthal ; obverse, jugate busts of king and queen 
to right; reverse, within wreath, GLUCK AUF! CLAUSTHAL — DEN 5 AUGUST I8II ; 
below miners’ tools ; (“ Gluck auf,” is the miners’ salute ;) also, a gold “mouton d’or” of 
Louis, Count of Provence, and King of France; obverse, the paschai lamb and cross ; 
reverse, floriated cross with eagles in the angles ; also, a token in copper, size 18, on one 
side a cannon ESQUINA DEL VERDE; on the other side VALE MITAD MANUEL ANGULO, 
about which he desired information. By Mr. Balmanno, a tetradrachm of Philetairus, 
King of Pergamus ; one of Alexander the Great, with the elephant skin head-dress; one 
of Lysimachus, with portrait of Alexander the Great on obverse, showing the remarkable 
protuberance or horn, which is said to have existed in the forehead of Alexander. This 
is the only specimen extant, and was sold as such at the sale at Leipzig in 1846 ; two 
very fine first brass coins of Nero, with reverses of Decursio type and temple of Janus. 
By Prof. Anthon, several architectural Medals, representing on the obverse the exterior, 
and the reverse the interior of various cathedrals, St. Peter’s, St. Mark’s, Notre Dame, 
St. Genevieve, &c. By Mr. Pryer, eight Roman pieces, five of which were imperial and 
three were family coins, the most remarkable being a denarius of the Republic in perfect 
condition, described by Humphrey in Vol. I, page 270. Mr. Wood exhibited a scarce 
copy of Wilson’s “Antiquities and Coins of Afghanistan,” with twenty-two plates of 
coins ; also, a copy of General de Schubert’s “Monnayes Russes,” with atlas of thirty- 
seven plates of the coinages of the Russian empire from the Czar Ivan Wasiliewicz to 
the Emperor Alexander II., 1547-1855. The plates are embossed in gold, silver, copper 
and platinum colors, Adjourned. Ws. Porton, Secretary. 





FORT SUMTER MEDAL. 


Durinc the late war for the Union, General Quincy A. Gillmore ordered 
a few medals to be struck for presentation to those soldiers who distinguished 
themselves for bravery. They were of copper, size 24. Obverse, a view of 
Fort Sumter, with rorr SUMTER above in a circular line, and auc. 23, 1863, 
below. Around, were thirteen stars, seven above the fort and six below it. 
Reverse, PRESENTED BY Q. A. GILLMORE, MAJ. GENL., (the name a fac simile 
of his autograph.) Within a circular line, FOR GALLANT AND MERITORIOUS 
coNDUCT * * * The Medal was suspended from a clasp on which was 
engraved the name of the soldier to whom it was awarded. We have recently 
seen one of these medals which was presented to Sergeant Geo, A. Higgins, 
Co, F, 24th Mass. Vols., now living in Lynn, Mass. 





Aut depreciated currency, whether of silver or paper, is a cheat and a fraud, the evil of which 
falls largely on classes who live by their daily or weekly wages. 


Wuatever busies the mind without corrupting it, has at least this use, that it rescues the 
day from idleness, and he that is never idle will not often be vicious. —Dr. Johnson. 


Gazetrerrs were first published in Venice in 1532, and so called from a coin for which they 
were sold—Gazetta. 


Tue bagpipe is proven to be a very ancient instrument by the fact that it is found on a coin 
of the Emperor Nero. 


Tue first denarius or Roman silver piece of ten ases was struck in the year 269 B. C., and is 
evidently imitated from the coins of Greece. 
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COIN SALES. 


SEVERAL valuable collections of coins and medals have recently been disposed of, and others are 
announced. We mention some of these below, and shall hope to give more extended accounts in our 
next issue. In Boston, a collection of Coins, Medals, Autographs and Coin Catalogues, was sold June 
28 and 29, by Messrs. Henry C. Bird & Co. The Catalogue included many United States Cents, Colo- 
nials, Washington pieces, and some American and Foreign Medals; it contained fifty-two pages, with 
upwards of twelve hundred lots, and was prepared by Mr. Charles Chaplin. The prices obtained were 
quite unsatisfactory. 

A small collection of Coins, Medals, Tokens, &c., the property of John W. Kline of Philadelphia, 
was sold by Bangs, Merwin & Co., of New York, June 8 andg. The prices were quite low, and there 
were many duplicates. 




























































PARMELEE SALE, 

On the 12th of June and following days to the 17th the collection formerly belonging to Mr. J. C. 
Brevoort of Brooklyn, and more recently to Mr. L. G. Parmelee of Boston, was sold by the Messrs. 
Leavitt. The Catalogue, unfortunately marred by many typographical errors, numbered nearly three 
thousand lots, (including the Greek and Roman coins of the Johnson collection,) and about six thousand 
pieces. It was prepared by Wm. H. Strobridge. The American Colonial and State Coins and Tokens 
and the Medals were very interesting, and included many pattern pieces. We can give only a few of the 
prices obtained. 
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Anglo-Norman Coins: Gold noble of Henry IV. uncirculated, $9.00; Henry VI. gold angel, rare, 
$10.00; Elizabeth, crown, f. $9.00; gold lion of Mary of Scotland, 1553, v. r. $7.50; silver crown of the 
pretender James VIII. son of James II. of England, v. r. $10.00; gold pound piece of the Common- 
wealth, $10.50. Medals, &c.: Coronation Medal of George I. proof, $17.25; double guinea, 1738, of 
George II. r. $12.00; silver crown of Commonwealth, 1656, v. r. $9.00; Armada Medal, 1588, silver, 
v. f, size 32, $15.00; Leopold I., 1687, size 28, $9.00; Lord Baltimore,* v. r. size 30, $17.50; gold double 
ducat of Ferdinand and Isabel, v. r. weight 108 grains, $13.00; gold medal of Nuremberg, quadruple ducat, 
1698, $14.00. United States Coins: Dollars, 1794, v. r. $37.00; 1838, pattern, v. r. $29.50; 1839, do., 
$18.50; 1851, fine impression, unpolished planchet, 21.00; 1852, $27.00; 1858, br. pr. $11.25; Half- 
dollars, 1796, $22.50; 1797, $13.00; Quarter-dollar, 1823, fair, $18.25; Dime, 1804, fine and v. r. $10.00; 
Proof set 1857, $13.25; do., 1858, $11.00. Washington pieces: Half-dollar, 1792. copper, $11.00; Fame 
Medal, $16.50; Season, 1796, v. g. size 30, $8.00; silver medal, head of Washington, rev. flying eagle, 
1783, v. f. $20.00; Halliday, size 34, $11.00; Perkins Funeral Medal, rev. urn, size 36, tin v. f. $8.00; 
do., rev. skull and bones, pierced, size 20, copper, $8.63; Wright’s Declaration of Independence, proof, 
size 58, $24.00; Civic procession, Feb. 22, 1832, copper, $17.50; National Monument, 1846, tin, size 25, 
$12.50; ‘* Carry me to Atwood’s,” Bale & Smith’s, size 16, $11.00; N. Y. Grand Canal, $8.50. Colonials: 
N. E. Shilling, obv. N. E. rev. XII incused, v.r. $20.00; do., Threepence, $11.00; Three Baltimore 
pieces, shilling, sixpence, and groat, the set for $50.00; Carolina Elephant, 1694, $15.00; Virginia cent, 
1773, $8.00; do., shilling, 1774, obv. Georgivs III, Dei gratia, bust, laureate, rev. Virginia arms, crowned, 
nearly proof, and one of the rarest coins in the Colonial Series, $110.00; Immune Columbia, 1785, $21.00; 
do., variety, $8.00; Non vi virtute vici, $23.50; Immunis Columbia, 1786, rev. shield, E pluribus unum, 
very rare, $40.00; Clinton, rev. Excelsior, 1787, v. r. $28.00; Immunis Columbia, 1787, $11.00; another, 
$8.50; Nova Eborac., $10.00; Myddelton token, br. pr. $13.00; Rosa Americana penny, (half-penny 
size,) 1722, $8.50; Castorland token, $8.00; Franklin cent, fugio, 1787, extr. rare, $11.00. Silver Peace 
Medals: Libera Soror, size 28, $18.00; Calker’s, 1782, pr. $10.00; two Dutch American do., 1781 and 
1782, $10.00 and $12.00; Mills’s, bronze, size 26, $8.50. Various: Germantown Medal, 1777, pierced, 
v. r. $32.50; Northwest coast medal, bronze, size 26, $15.50; Tristram Coffin, 1642, bronze, silver- 
plated, rare, $7.50; Herndon, $7.50; Vigilance Com. San Francisco, $16.00; Franklin Masonic, 1829, 
scarce, (XII in Appleton’s Franklin Medals, 6 in Marvin’s Masonic Medals,) $1.50; Pintard, N. Y. 
Hist. Soc., size 40, $13.00; Irving, proof, size 44, $11.50; Kebeca Liberata, $8.50, (another in Cogan’s 
sale above mentioned sold for $5.50.) Umited States Cents: 1793, flowing hair, $15.00; do., f. $15.00; . 
do., rev. differing, $13.00; do., another variety, $8.25; another, rev. ‘‘one cent” in olive wreath, v. f. 
$50.00; another, different rev. $18.00; another, uncir. one hundred &c. on edge, $11.50; same date, 
Liberty cap, $19.50; do., fair, $8.50; ** Jefferson” head, $11.50; 1799, $16.50; do., $13.00; 1800, unc. 
$11.25; 1804, ex. f. $17.50; 1805, $8.50; 1809, $8.00; 1823, proof, from die of 1822, $30.00; Ha/f- 
cents : 1795, Vv. f. $25.00; 1847, proof, $7.50; 1849, small date, $10.00; ** Baltimore ” town piece, v. r. 
$9.00; Pattern half-dollar, 1838, proof, $9.00. A/edals: Large Rembrandt, size 75, $14.00; Perry, size 
36, $13.00; Harrison, Young Men’s Convention, size 28, v. f. and r. $8.00; Bust of do. rev. eight Presi- 
dents in medallions, extremely rare, tin, size 30, $35.00; Bust of do. rev. log cabin, tin, size 24, v. r. 
and fine, $38.00; set of Lincoln Medals by Am. Num. Soc. N. Y., silver, copper, and tin, size 22, $18.00; 
thirteen gold Roman imperial coins, mostly very rare, averaged about $12.00 each. The Johnson 
‘* addenda” sold at private sale for $700.00, averaging $2.00 ax 
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* This Medal proved to be an electrotype, and was rejected by the purchaser. The only original known belongs 
to Hon. Charles H. Bell, of Exeter, N. H. A full description is given in the Yourna/, Vol. iii. pp. 29, 60. 
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CANADIAN MEDALS. 


In New York, Messrs. Bangs, Merwin & Co. sold, June 29 and 30, a collection numbering nine 
hundred and sixty lots, catalogued by Edward Cogan, which contained an assortment of some of the 
rarest and finest Canadian Medals ever offered at such a sale. Some exceedingly interesting and valuable 
silver pennies of Edward the Confessor, French, English and American Medals, &c. We give the prices 
of the Canadian Medals, &c. 

Richelieu, r. and v. f., $4.00; De Levi, r. and v. f., $2.75; Varin, do., $7.50; Kebeca Liberata, 
(see Vol. IX, p. 1, for plate of this rare Medal,) $5.50. Louisbourg Medals: George II. 1759, brass, g. 
$3.00; do., 1758, $3.00; Boscawen, 1758, f. rare, 275; Louisbourg taken, bronze, 1758, poor, $2.50; 
Britannia, bronze, v. r. $6.50; Louis XV. 1720, bronze, r. and f. $4.50; do., older head, bronze, r. an 
f. $2.75; Louisbourg, 1720, bronze, scarce and v. f. $11.00; Beaver club, gold, (engraved,) excessively 
rare, $27.50; ‘* Britain triumphed, Hawke commanded,” 1759, r. and f. $9.50; Quebec taken 1759, 
brass, v. r. and fine, $8.00. /ndian Medals: Bust of George II., bronze, $4.25; do., younger hood 
silver, perhaps unique, $30.00; laureated do., old head, silver, fine, $13.00; Montreal, ‘abe, type metal, 
said to be unique, g. $13.00; Northwest Indian Medal, Victoria, scarce, $3.50; Peace Medal, 1814, 
bronze, very scarce and f. $5.00; Upper Canada preserved, bronze, extremely rare, $20.00; Chrystler’s 
Farm, silver, $3.00; Victoria College, bronze, scarce, f. $2.75; Universite Laval, Quebec, very scarce, f. 
$2.75; Toronto University, $2.25; do., rev. plain, $1.50; Morborum, &c., (Toronto,) v. f. $2.25; Seven 
McGill College Medals, bronze, at prices from $1.87 for the Shakespere to $7.00 for the Cha Medal. 
Carlier Normal School, v. s. and f. $5.00; ‘* Welcome” to Prince of Wales, $4.00; Chamber of Com- 
merce, Lower Canada, $5.00; Natural History Society of Montreal, $5.00; Numismatic Soc. of do., $1.62; 
do., in white metal, $1.38; Masonic Medal, (XXVI Marvin's List,) bronze, scarce, $2.25; do., white 
metal, $1.40; Northwest Company token, $39.00; Copper Co. of U. C. half-penny, 1796, v. r. in beauti- 
ful condition, $13.00. 

HASELTINE’S ‘‘CENTENNIAL SALES,” &c. 

Messrs. Thomas Birch & Sons sold the collection of Francis Le Pere of St. Louis, in Philadelphia, 
on the 17th and 18th of July. The Catalogue—48 pages—contained eleven hundred and sixty-three lots, 
and was prepared by John W. Haseltine of Philadelphia. It included a large number of varieties of 
United States Store Cards and Politicals, many Colonials and early issues of the U.S. Mint, Foreign 
Medals, &c., and was the fourth of Haseltine’s ‘* Centennial Sales.” 

Mr. Haseltine’s ‘* Fifth Centennial Coin and Curiosity Sale,” took place September 6, 7, and 8, last, 
in Philadelphia, at the rooms of the Messrs. Birch. It embraced collections made by E. M. Sellon, 
Castile, N. Y., F. N. Beebe, Columbus, O., S. L. Appleton, Georgetown, D. C., and others, and the 
Catalogue, 62 pages, contained 1373 lots, and had many interesting pieces, foreign and American politicals, 
&c. It was followed by a Sixth, at the same place, on Sept. 9th, 2oth and 21st, which, beside a large 
collection of coins, of the usual varieties, store cards, political tokens, and about sixty different Wash- 
ington pieces, included some interesting. autographs, upwards of one hundred lots of continental and 
colonial paper money, and a few pieces of the rare pottery from the erections of the mound builders in 
New Madrid County, Missouri. The Catalogue contained 56 pages, and 1446 lots. He writes us that he 
already has more in preparation. : 

Messrs. Bangs, Merwin & Co., announced the sale of a large collection of coins and medals on 
the evenings of September 14 and 15. The Catalogue, §4 pages, was prepared by Mr. David Proskey, 
and included 1232 lots, and besides other valuable pieces, there was a choice collection of 138 Papal 
Medals from Linus I. (A. D. 66-78) to Pius IX. These Medals were bronze, averaging size 27, and 
many of them very rare and by some of the best artists the world has produced. 


GERMAN COIN SALES. 

A very extensive sale of coins and medals took place at Frankfort-on-the-Main, Germany, on 
September 4th and following days. We are indebted to Mr. S. K. Harzfeld of Philadelphia, for a 
Catalogue, which in many respects is most interesting. There were nearly five hundred antique medals, 
Greek, Roman, and Byzantine, beside three lots containing a large number of various sizes of Roman 
medals and bronzes of the later empire, not separately catalogued: more than three thousand lots of 
coins and medals of various European issues, among them twenty-seven Bracteates of Miesko III. of 
Poland, of which engravings were given. A ‘*Grand ecu” of Francis I. of France, (1514-46,) am 
extremely rare silver piece ; obverse, crowned and armored bust of king to right. Legend, FRANCISCUS 
DI GRATIA FRANCORVM REX. Rev. In a border, a shield crowned, with three fleurs de lis. Legend, 
(crown) XRS: VINCIT: XRS: REGNAT: XRS: IMPERAT: Another rare piece was an oval Medal, given as 
an act of royal favor by Christine of Sweden, gold, and never before described; obverse, bust of the 
queen, crowned with laurel, to right; reverse, within a wreath of laurel, passing through a crown at the 
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bottom, and supporting a crown at the top, the monogram csr. Size 18 x 27 American scale. There 
were also many medals of Grand Masters of the Order of the Knights of Rhodes and Malta from the 
fourteenth century to the Emperor Paul I. of Russia, including one of La Vallette, 1565. (See page 6 of 
this volume.) The collections sold were those of Stolting, and Robert Cleff. A number of interesting 
American pieces, including the rare Franklin Masonic of 1783, the Baltimore groat, Kebeca Liberata, 
&c., &c. The Catalogue contained 164 pages, with frontispiece, having engravings of several of the 
rarest coins and medals, and numbered 4,496 lots. 

Another very large sale of coins and medals in Berlin is announced to take place during the 
current month (October), when the extensive collection of the late Paul Henckel, formerly a banker in 
Berlin, embracing principally Brandenburg-Prussian coins and medals, will be disposed of at auction. 
The Catalogue (528 pages) contains 5,500 numbers, illustrated by 4 plates, and is to be followed by a 
carefully prepared register of the mint-masters named in the Catalogue, the die-sinkers, &c., of the 
medals, with a list of the purchasers and prices paid, which will be published in a supplementary Cata- 
logue, at the price of about half a dollar in gold, after the conclusion of the sale. The Catalogue and 
Supplement are to be prepared by Herr A. Weyl. 








NOTES AND QUERIES. 


ISSUES OF THE NEW ORLEANS MINT. 
Editors of the Fournal of Numismatics : 


In the last number of your Yournal, (for July, 1876.) W. S. Appleton, Esq., has 
published a series of the “Issues of the U. S. Mint at New Orleans,” and as he solicits 
information if any omissions are discovered, I venture to state I have a half dollar of 
1862, and all the others he has named, and two quarter dollars not in his list, viz. 1847 
and 1849, and the whole series he has named, wanting four years. 


Hoosick Falls, N. Y. LYMAN WILDER. 


HAMBURG MASONIC MEDAL. 


On page 60, Vol. X. of the Yournal, under “ Proceedings of the American Numis- 
matic and Archeological Society of New York,” it is mentioned that Prof. Anthon 
exhibited a medal described as follows :— “ 1837. Silver Medal on the First Centennial 
Anniversary of the foundation of the first Masonic Lodge in Germany, at Hamburg, 
Dec. 6, 1737. Size, 27. Beautiful and uncirculated.” Under “Masonic Medals” a 
Hamburg medal is described (Vol. X., page 75, IX.,) with legend FACIES SUPREMI 
EADEM, which, from information then available, and which was mentioned, I supposed to 
be the same as the medal shown by Prof. Anthon ; but have since learned that 1X. was 
undoubtedly struck in the last century, probably about 1740, and is mentioned in Bode’s 
“Almanach” 1777, and other authorities previous to 1800. I had then been unable to 
consult Merzdorf, who describes (page 27, No. 59,) a medal struck in 1837, at Hamburg, 
with legend “ Primum in Germania conditum Latomorum templum Hamburgi,” &c., on 
the obverse, and the date of the Centennial anniversary celebration on the reverse. I 
suppose this to be the medal shown by Prof. Anthon. The closing words under IX., 
and the foot note, should therefore be erased. W. T. R. M. 


AN EXHIBITION OF CURIOSITIES. 


Tue “ Soldiers’ Monument Association,” composed of ladies in Lansing, Mich., 
gave an exhibition of coins, curiosities, etc.,on the 4th of July last, in that place, and 
among them was the collection of Mr. O. A. Jenison, which included many curiosities, 
Among these are copies of the entire set of medals, forty-one in number, presented by 
Congress to men of merit during the Revolutionary war and the war of 1812; peace 
medals of twelve different Presidents of the United States; silver, iron, brass, bronze, 
and albata medals of various nations; gold, silver, bronze, and albata Centennial medals, 
together with one of the original great Independence medals (the latter being very 
scarce) ; gold, silver, and copper coins of the United States ; gold, silver, and copper coins 
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of Japan; coins of Alexander the Great ; a large collection of old Roman coins, from 
fifteen hundred to two thousand years old, including “the Widow's Mite ;” a large and 
fine collection of Chinese coins; English copper coins from the sixteenth part of a 
farthing to a two-penny piece; also, coins of Queen Elizabeth and Queen Anne, In 
the line of Indian curiosities there were stone axes, dressing stones, pestles, arrow- 
heads, pipes, weaving-stones, an iron tomahawk, brass and iron hatchets, bows and 
arrows ; saddle-bags, captured from Little Bear, chief of the Cheyennes; a Sioux 
three-bladed war-club, lariat, etc. The above are but a few of the many curiosities 
shown by Mr. Jenison. 


What medal is meant by the “ original great Independence medal”? Has our friend one of the 
rare ‘* Diplomatic Medals” described in Vol. IX., pp. 65 and 78 ? This Medal has been reproduced at 
the U. S. Mint, though at the date of writing it has not been issued. 





EDITORIAL. 


WE notice that the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the gl’reasury, 
has authorized the coinage at the Philadelphia Mint of twelve millions of nickel coin for the 
Government of Venezuela. The planchets for these coins are to be manufactured at Waterbury, 
Conn., and delivered at the Mint ready for milling and stamping, which operations can be 
performed without restricting United States coinage, the milling and stamping facilities being 
sufficiently in excess of those for preparing the metals and planchets. 


A CORRESPONDENT, who has spent half the present year in California, calls our attention to - 


an article headed ‘‘A Light Weight Silver Coin,” on page 8 of present volume, and assures us 
that the whole is an idle tale invented by the San Francisco reporters. The ‘‘ War of the Mints ” 
rages between Carson City and ‘‘ Frisco,” and everything that one can say to disparage the other, 


: is poured out with venom in the issues of their respective dailies. It is safe to assert that there 


never was a trade dollar that passed the door of the Carson Mint whose weight was appreciably 
under the standard. In the knowledge of our correspondent, a broker in San Francisco weighed 
over six hundred trade dollars in coin scales, and tested the integrity of each. Our correspondent 
bears down rather hard on local editors, when he expresses the opinion that ‘‘a newspaper local, 
grubbing among garbage for the means of buying a dinner, cam err, and often does err egregiously 
in all things ; but turn him out to say something upon mumismatics, and his blunders are grand, 


” 


gloomy and peculiar ! 


We would call the attention of our readers to the advertisement of ‘‘ Potter's American 
Monthly ” on the third page of our cover. The numbers for the present year contain the fullest 
account of the centennial proceedings published ; they are illustrated with many views of the 
various buildings and articles of interest relating to the Exposition. 


Tue fractional currency rapidly grows foul and slimy, now that it is not constantly purged 
by an outpouring of new prints, and we trust that the Government will hasten the process of 
transition as much as possible, and have it over with. By redeeming the paper through the post 
office and all other agencies, and issuing silver by the same, the era of double change might be 
agreeably shortened. Traders, also, should make a point of carrying scrip to the banks, and 
bankers should make a point of supplying silver to their customers. 


CURRENC ™. 
A Lac of rupees in India does not indicate poverty. 
WoE to the land, to panic fears a prey, 
Where plate accumulates and coins decay, 
‘*STOVELID” currency is the appellative which silver change is now loaded with. > 


Poretry from Nature — ‘like coins fresh from the mint, unworn and unsoiled by passing from 
pocket to pocket."—-W.. C. Bryant. 
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SCALE OF MIONNET. 
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SCALE OF MILLIMETRES. 























AMERICAN SCALE, 


THE COIN MEASURES. 














